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contain not only, as Cousin used to say, the whole
development of philosophic thought in a nutshell,
but they show us in many cases a treatment of philo-
sophic problems, which, even in these days of philoso-
phic apathy, will rouse surprise and admiration.

II.   Br&hmarca period, 600-800 B.C.

This period of literature, the Sutra period, presup-
poses another, the period of the Br&hmanas, works
written in prose, but in a totally different style, in a
slightly different language, and with a different object.
These Br&hma?ms, most of which are accentuated,
while the Sutras are so no longer, contain elaborate
discussions on the sacrifices, handed down in different
families, and supported by the names of various au-
thorities. Their chief object is the description and
elucidation of the sacrifice, but they incidentally touch
on many other topics of interest. The Sutras, when-
ever they can, refer to the Br&hmanas as their
authority; in fact, the Sutras would be unintelligible
except as following after the Br&hmanas.

A very important portion of the Brahmawas are the
Aranyakas, the forest-books, giving an account of
the purely mental sacrifices that have to be performed
by the V&naprasthas, or the dwellers in the forest, and
ending with the Upanishads, the oldest treatises on
Hindu philosophy.

If the Sutra period began about 600 B.C., the
Br&hmana period would require at least 200 years to
account for its origin and development, and for the
large number of ancient teachers quoted as authorities.
But I care little about these chronological dates. They